
\

-

/vv” '

'Ss'
V*

I

W-

'•

• f7. i-
1

rjpjfi
„•* %

l

E f
' vm»a .n

k TWE5t
VOUNETU'E.ES

t

If

2ECH.A-. U-

1 * WILL
WMufg £°?Er UNTO MY i7 tH£sf

/
JTnesses— m

W* - Step
E

4*|-™r™<>R.M.SOMMERVILLEW^^'^3.^ etc

EDITOR £ PROPRIETOR
‘

NEW YORK.

*,* >?

<SpSi

Questions of the Hour,
News of the Churches,

Monographs, 116

Editorial Notes 126

april, 1898 .



. ...

™LI“
“if™’, ,

MILLER, SLOAN& WRIGHT,
Publisher, Bookseller, Stationer and Printer,

’

PnbMer and Importer of FRENCH BOOKS. <*t PAPER, tx>

65 and 67 DUANE STREET,

NEW YORK.

Paper of all Kinds for Publishers’ Uses.

851 & 853 SIXTH AYENUE,
N. W. Cor. of 48th Street. NEW YORK.

CARD EHGRATOIG, STAMPING, WKDMSG 0TITATIOSS,

FIOTURB8 AND PIOTDRB FRAMIN9,
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

The Herald of Mission News
Will appear in future in an enlarged form, under the name of

Olive Trees.
A Monthly Journal devoted to Missionary Work in the

Reformed Presbyterian Church, U. S. A.

TERMS:

1. The price of the paper
will be 50 cents a year,

strictly in advance

;

62 cents

when mailed to subscribers

in New York City and to

foreign countries.

2. Subscriptions can begin
any time, but must end with
the calendar year.

3. No subscriptions will

be received for more than
one year in advance.

4.

Free copies will be mail-

ed only to exchanges, and
to one in each congrega-
tion who will send us news
items.

Clean advertisements will

be inserted on the cover, at

the rate of one dollar for

one-sixth of a page, or one-

quarter of a column, for one
insertion; 50 cents for each
additional insertion.

R. M. SOMMERYXLLE,
325 W. 50th STREET, NEW YORK.

MACKEOWN’S
Eyesight Testing Rooms for Spectacles,

24 East 42d Street,

NEW YORK.

Wffl. McCLEAN’S SON,

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

AND EMBALMER, , .

569 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK.

Between 40th & 41st Sts.



OLIVK TREES
A Monthly Journal devoted to Missionary Work in the Reformed Presbyterian

Church, U. S. A.

No. APRIL, 1898. 4.

QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.
THE MISSIONARY OUTLOOK.

lieo. J. S. Martin
,
Ne>o Castle

,
Pa.

Peter the Hermit is said to have left a

will, directing the policy of his subjects

till they should rule the world. And to

this day the Russians reverence that will,

giving heed to its injunctions. Christ, our

King, left a will—a last will and testament

—marking out the campaign of the gospel

which is to result in the fulfillment of that

glorious prophecy, “ The kingdoms of this

world are become the kingdoms of our

Lord and of His Christ
;
and He shall reign

forever and forever.” Here is the direc-

tion with preface and promise :
“ All

power is given unto Me in heaven and in

earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all na-

tions. Go ye into all the world and preach

the gospel to every creature. And, lo, I

am with you alway, even unto the end of

the world.” All but nineteen centuries

ago our Lord urged this immediate and

world-wide proclamation of the gospel to

every creature, supporting it with the ada-

mantine buttresses, All power is mine and
all presence is yours. And how has the

Church, born amid the throes of Calvary and
betrothed to the Lamb of God, heeded
this proclamation? How has she rever-

enced this last will and testament of her

Lord? We are the executors of that will.

How are we carrying out its provisions?

What is the missionary outlook ? Let us

see, and in so doing let us note.

I. THE STATE OF THE WORLD TO-DAV.

Eight hundred millions of people—more

than half the population of the globe—not

to speak of the millions of Jews, Moham-
medans, Roman Catholics and members of

the Greek Church, are without hope in

Christ. Millions of Asia and Africa have

never heard the gospel message. China

and Japan, Egypt and India, and many of

the islands of the sea, notwithstanding the

unprecedented triumphs of missions in the

past, are all but heathen deserts. There

are millions of square miles in these and in

other portions of the earth upon which

missionaries thus far have never set foot.

In heathendom a number equal to the com-

bined population of the United States and

Canada die every year. More than thirty

thousand souls are daily passing into eter-

nity without God and without hope.

Every hour ends the earthly existence of

over a thousand Christless beings. A
score of souls, valued by Christ to the ex-

tent of His life, die every minute without

•knowing of His power to save. Once every

three seconds there is ushered into the re-

gion of everlasting despair one made in the

image of God. And let it be noted that

these millions, for the most part, are per-

ishing, not because they refuse to believe

in the Saviour of sinneis, but because they

have never heard of Him.

Satan and his emissaries are on the alert.

Heathen religions are by no means dead.

By absorption from the inferior races they
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are making converts by the hundreds of

thousands. The followers of the False

Prophet are annually making thousands of

converts. No less than a hundred thou-

sand Buddhist priests are sent out from

Thibet into all parts of Asia in the interests

of Buddhism. And in many heathen coun-

tries the Roman Catholics have more work-

ers, churches and converts than Protest-

ants. The disciples of Infidelity and Athe-

ism, Agnosticism and Materialism are

contesting every foot of ground. India

and Japan are being flooded with infidel

publications. Atheists in France are en-

deavoring to erect for themselves a colossal

empire. Slavery in Africa is a terrible

impediment to the gospel. More destruc-

tion is caused by liquor in many places in

a single day than missionaries can repair

in years. The legions of hell are every-

where advancing.

The field is wide open to the herald of

salvation. A few years ago we wei'e pray-

ing for open doors. Now the whole

WORLD IS PRACTICALLY OPEN TO THE GOSPEL.

Japan, the “ Land of the Rising Sun,” has

long since been opened to the missionaries

of the cross. China, with her two hundred

and sixty millions, is peering through the

wrecks of her broken-down wall of exclu-

sion, beseechingly uttering the Macedonian

cry :
“ Come over and help us !” India,

with her two hundred and fifty millions, is

sitting along the missionary highway

awaiting the “passing by” of Jesus of

Nazareth. Ethiopia is stretching out her

hands unto God. The Island World also

has opened its doors, and everything is

ready there for the reception of the heralds

of the cross. The doors of all the nations

of the earth are open to the ambassadors of

Heaven’s King, and over every one of them

is written in letters of boldest type

—

Welcome !

There are no distant lands to-day. Com-

merce has brought the nations of the earth

face to face. The earth is growing smaller.

Mau is growing greater. The conquest of

the world is growing easier. There it lies

at your feet. Conquer it, as Alexander did

not and could not. The printing press, the

steam engine, the telegraph, the telephone

—these are the miracle workers and evan-

gelists of the nineteenth century. They
make quite a different world from that in

which Abraham, or Paul, or Wesley, or

Carey even lived. To-day’s papers give us

yesterday’s news of the world. Half the

missionaries of the globe can be reached by

telegraph from New York City in less than

twenty-four hours. To electricity the

great Alantic is but a brook two seconds

wide. The whole world, indeed, is now
bound together by ties of brotherhood.

The entire race is made one body by the

electric nervous system of science, until

every heart feels the thrill and throb of

every other. Speak! the world will hear

your echoing words. Write! the world

will read your burning thoughts. Act!

the world will see your inspiring deeds.

Reproduce the life of Christ ! and the world

will bow at the feet of King Jesus.

Ours is God’s chosen age. Ours also is

His chosen race. The Anglo-Saxon is the

dominant race of the earth. Protestant

English-speaking people rule well-nigh

half the world. In their hands are the

world’s resources. To them God has largely

committed the gospel of His Son. They

are indeed His chosen race, His peculiar

people. Shall the history of that other

chosen people be enacted? Shall exclu-

siveness and inactivity condemn us to the

fate of the Hebrews ? Or shall we cour-

ageously display our banners in the name
of our Lord, and, strengthened by the

thought of His all-power and all-presence,

triumphantly march forth to the conquest

of the world? Angels are watching with

expectancy. The redeemed are looking on

with unabated interest. Our glorified



Questions of the Hour. 99

Lord Himself, from His throne on high, is

whispering in the ears of His blood-bought

Church, “Be thou faithful unto death, and

I will give thee a crown of life.”

Perishing millions, Satan and his hosts

advancing, the bars down and the doors of

hermit nations swung wide open, the means

and power to reach the accessible world,

the Anglo-Saxon race, God’s chosen mis-

sionary people, and that race greatly in the

ascendency—such is the state of the world

to-day.

II.

—

THE PRESENT STATE OF MISSIONS.

Not infrequently we are treated to won-

derful exhibitions of men’s ignorance in

their boastful claim concerning the deca-

dence of Christianity. A few resistless

facts will throw a flood of light upon the

problem of the world’s Christianization

and disclose the utter folly of the boasting-

ignoramuses.

At the close of the first century the

Christian religion numbered 500,000 ad-

herents. In fifteen hundred years it had

gained 100,000,000. In the next three

hundred years it gained another 100,000,-

000 ; but in the last ninety odd years it

has gained more than 200,000,000. Mark
you, in less than one hundred years Chris-

tianity has gained more than during the

previous eighteen hundred years. Its

triumphs during the present century have

far exceeded those of all previous centuries

combined.

At the birth of our nation there was not

a single missionary society in existence. At

the birth of the present century there were

but seven. To day there are over two

hundred and sixty Protestant foreign

missionary societies, doing work in different

parts of the heathen world. Thirty years

ago there was not a woman’s missionary

society in America. To-day there are in

Great Britain and America over thirty

thousand, including children’s bands, with

an aggregate annual income of nearly

$2,000,000. In the year 1800 there were

but one hundred and seventy missionaries

in the foreign field. To-day there is a

working force of seventy thousand, inclu-

sive of native helpers. At the dawn of the

present century there were but fifty trans-

lations of the Scriptures. To-day the Bible

has been translated into almost every known
language upon the face of the globe. Less

than a century ago the contributions of the

Christian church for missionary purposes

were but $250,000. To-day they aggre-

gate over $15,000,000 annually. A little

more than three-quarters of a century ago

there were but fifty thousand nominal

Christians in heathen lands, and less than

twenty thousand communicants. To-day

there are more than 3,000,000 nominal

Christians and more than 1,000,000 com-

municants. Evangelical Christianity has

thus increased one hundred and fifty fold

in foreign countries within the past cen-

tury—one hundred and twenty-five fold

more than in the home country, where the

increase has been fifteen fold more than

the increase in the population.

We are met with inspiring facts in almost

every field of our honest investigation.

Think of the thirty thousand communicants

of Japan, which as recently as 1850 was

hermetically sealed against the Gospel of

Christ, and in which the first baptism was

administered in 1865 and the first church

organized in 1872; of the seventy-five

thousand who have forsaken their idols in

China, upon whose shores the first mis-

sionary set foot in 1807 ; of the three hun-

dred thousand converts of the South Sea

Islands, whose gospel annals, says Dr.

Pierson, “ should be written in starlight

of the six hundred thousand Christians of

India, where in 1812 all religious and edu-

cational teaching was absolutely prohibited
;

of the seven hundred thousand enlightened

heathen of “The Great Dark Continent,”

so recently marked on our maps, “ unex-
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plored,’’ or “sandy desert.” This is the

Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our

eyes.

Christ is on the field achieving triumphs

unprecedented in the past. He is stepping

forth from the “manger” into the “inn.”

He is making “room” for Himself in the

palaces of kings, in the governments of

earth, in the institutions and laws of all

the nations. There is scarcely a land upon
earth untrodden by the Christian mission-

ary’s feet, scarcely a dialect of language

into which some part of God’s everlasting

truth has not been translated, scarcely a

tribe of mankind whose darkened minds

have not begun to be illumined by the rays

of the sun of righteousness.

The world in general is fast changing its

mind about missionary work. Less than a

century ago leading divines spoke of the

English missions to India as the sending

out of “little detachments of maniacs,” and

satirized Carey and Ward and their heroic

band as “ visionary enthusiasts,” “ tinkers,”

“pernicious and extravagant in their own
country.” To-day a returned missionary

is actually in some danger of becoming a

popular hero. The Christian world fairly

lionizes him. His addresses are stock in

trade in the Associated Press even.

Unprecedented triumphs of the present

century, unparalleled growth of missionary

organizations and workers, marvelous in-

crease of communicants and nominal Chris-

tians, the banner of the cross floating in

every land, the sword of the Spirit wielded

among every tribe, the whole Christian

world lionizing the missionary—such is the

present state of missions.

III. THE POSSIBILITIES OF THE FUTUKE.

The future is bright with hope. With

the standard of the cross planted in every

land and the story thereof told in every

tongue
;

with the pagan millions mutely,

yet eloquently, beseeching us to bring them

the words of life
;
with missionary agencies

in the home field increasing in geometrical

progression ; with an army of volunteers

springing up all over the land; with the

unparalleled growth of self-sustaining for-

eign mission centers and native helpers

;

with the means and resources of conquest

at hand
; with recent results incomparably

greater than in former years in the number
of Christians, both real and nominal—with

all this and much more of a similar char-

acter that might be added, where, I ask, is

the impossibility, nay, even the improbabil-

ity, of the speedy evangelization of earth’s

benighted millions ? When the decree of

Ahasuerus was carried by his subjects into

one hundred and twenty-seven provinces in

nine months ; when the decree of England’s

Queen could be carried by British soldiers,

according to the estimation of one of their

number, into every part of the known

world in eighteen months ; when the gospel

was carried by seven unlearned shoemakers

to 60,000,000 human beings in twenty-five

years—when all this could be done, and

that, for the most part, without the use of

steam engines, or telephones, or telegraphs,

or printing press even, cannot the 100,000,-

000 Protestant-speaking Christians, with

the use of these modern miracle-working

evangelists, carry the gospel of Christ

Jesus to the entire world within the next

decade? We Anglo-Saxons are rich in

men, in means, in privileges, in opportu-

nities. We have the universal—aye, doubly

universal—command, “ go all,” and “ preach

to all.” We have also the assurance of the

divine presence and power. We are not

straitened in God, but we are straitened in

ourselves.

Together with, and in a measure spring-

ing out of, the baptism of fire and whole-

souled consecration, two things are espe-

cially necessary to the speedy evangelization

of the world.

The first of these is conversion to indi-

vidual missionary work. The great mass
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of professing Christians to-day think of

themselves merely as plants to be culti-

vated, not as seeds to be sown
;
merely as

sheep to be shepherded, not as shepherds to

gather into the fold ; merely as fish to be

fed, not as fishers to catch ;
merely as the

-field
,
not as the force ; merely as the ob-

jects of the labors of God’s husbandmen,

not as the body of laborers to go forth into

the world-wide field. And even pastors

too ofttimes give themselves up to being

mere “ shepherds,” apparently forgetting

that they are to be “ fishers of men ” as

well. Like the gardener who cultivates the

plant until he destroys the seed vessels

thereof, the minister nurses his flock until

he renders them useless for service. The

very means that he uses to strengthen

them and make them independent increase

their feebleness and dependency. Let

them go out, so soon as they have found

Jesus, like Andrew and Philip, to find a

Peter and a Nathaniel and bring them to

the Christ. There is no work in this wide

world better adapted to bring out the dor-

mant qualities of a man’s power, better

suited to make him more consecrated to

God by absolute dependence upon Him,

better fitted to make him use all his powers,

than missionary work. Nor is there any

other work that will so quicken the spirit

of missions in the hearts of men and thus

lead speedily to the world-wide proclamation

of the gospel. Let us awake as pastors and

people to the realization of the fact that the

individual possession of the gospel obli-

gates us personally to declare it to those

who know it not savingly
; that the doc-

trine, life, vigor—yea, even the very exist-

ence of the Church, demands that every

Christian be a missionary, and that thus,

and thus only, will the world be won for

Christ.

The second thing needful is the conver-

sion of the pocketbooks of Christian peo-

ple. From all sides there comes the cry

for more money. The field is wide open.

The perishing millions are extending their

outstretched arms, pleading for the bread

of life. Christian forces are upon the field,

and must be supported. Volunteers are

coming forward and asking to be sent. The
one thing needful is money. And what, I

ask, is the matter with the Church ? Is she

bankrupt ? Why are her members so heed-

less of the urgent appeals for aid? Do
they not know that they are but stewards

of all they possess ? Do they not realize

that all they have is God’s, and is to be

held subject to His call? “ But we must

live,” you say. “Why?” I ask. Why
should you live, Christian reader? Is it

that there may be one more name for the

census? One more business house on the

street ? One more highly furnished, happy

home? That you and yours may have a

good time in the world? Do you not know
that what your possessions do for you,

they should, through you, do for the world ?

That what they do for your home, they

should, through your home, do for other

homes? They are not to be swallowed

up in that little circle of self, of which

you are the center, but to be spread into

that great circle of humanity, of which God
is the center. Paul, for example, realized

the fact that he was a debtor to all classes

and conditions of men
;
that he owed God

and His world every penny he possessed,

and he paid that debt, too, like an honest

man. “ But the times are so very hard,”

you say. I reply, “ Y-e-s.” Christendom

has billions for strong drink and scarcely

millions for missions—$3,000,000,000 an-

nually for the former, and but $15,000,000

for the latter. And “ times are so very

hard!" We, the missionary nation of

earth, spend $100,000,000 every three

months on popular amusements, $25,000,-

000 on kid gloves, $20,000,000 to adorn the

headdress of our women, and scarcely

$10,000,000 annually for missions, both at
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home and abroad. And “ times aee so very

hard !” Christians themselves have spent

ten, aye, twenty-fold more during the past

year in hurtful feeding of their perishing

bodies, sinful bedecking of their vain per-

sons, and wasteful adornment of the crum-

bling walls of their transient dwellings

than for the spread of the gospel among
the heathen. And “TIMES ARE SO
VERY HARD !” Oh, be it said to the

shame of Christians, that “hard times,” if

they ever reach the vanities and luxui’ies of

life, not to mention the comforts thereof, it

is not until they have waded knee-deep

through church collections, especially for

foreign missions. The great body of Chris-

tians give not so much as the price of a

postage stamp per week, or of a good slice

of bread, or of the salt upon their tables

for the salvation of heathendom’s millions.

And yet many of these have the brazen-

facedness to excuse themselves with that

threadbare cry, “ Times—are—so—very—
hard /”

Do we mean to take back the pledges we

have given to the missionaries, to the na-

tive Christians, to the heathen peoples

around our mission stations, to ourselves

and to our God, that we are withholding

our money—God’s money ? Do we mean

to disappoint the hopes we have aroused

in so many hearts and among so many

peoples ? Do we mean to pause, to slacken

our efforts in this glorious work of missions

noio, just as the tide is turning and the

obstacles are disappearing, when a little

longer and greater effort will spread the

gospel among earth’s benighted millions?

It is the eve of Waterloo
; and are we to

order retreat when Blucher’s reserves are

fast approaching? Let the followers of

the Lamb but see and seize their present

opportunities ; let them but heed the urgent

call of the hour for greater personal effort

and more liberal giving, and ere the clock

of Time shall strike the last hour of the

coming decade, the bells of heaven will be

ringing in the morning of earth’s day of

jubilee, while there shall go up from the

land a universal song of praise and thanks-

giving to our Divine Lord and Redeemer.

And high above the loudest peals of the

most jubilant bells and the voice of the re-

deemed hosts of heathendom will ring out

the gladsome notes of the martyred saints

and crowned toilers and self-sacrificing

givers of the centuries, shouting, not with

the voice of prophecy, but of accom-

plished history, “Hallelujah, for the

Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.’
- “ The

kingdoms of this world have become

the kingdoms of our Lord and of His

Christ
;
and He shall reign forever and

forever.”

THE COVENANT, m orn and subscribed by the Synod of tlie Reformed Presbyterian
Cliurcli in North America, at Pittsburg, Pa., May 21, 1871, contains the following
solemn promise :

“5. Rejoicing that the enthroned Mediator is not only King in Zion, but King over
all the earth, and recognizing the obligation of His command to go into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature, and to teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and resting with faith in the
promise of His perpetual presence as the pledge of success, we hereby dedicate ourselves
to the great work of making known God’s light and salvation among the nations, and
to this end will labor that the Church may be provided with an earnest, self-denying
and able ministry. Profoundly conscious of past remissness and neglect, we will hence-
forth, by our prayers, pecuniary contributions and personal exertions, seek tlie revival
of pure and undefiled religion, the conversion of Jews and Gentiles to Christ, that all

men may be blessed in Him, and that all nations may call Him blessed.”
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

Latakia, Syria.

—

Dr. James M. Balph

recently sent the Y. P. S. C. E. of 2d

New York a brief record of the work of

the Latakia Hospital for the year 1897,

from which we are allowed to publish the

following facts :

Many of the patients treated, owing to

their poverty and unsanitary surroundings,

came to us in a very unfavorable physical

condition, upon which was superadded the

diseases from which they were suffering.

. . . The cases were lai'gely chosen,

either on account of their poverty or the

severity of their diseases, from among a

total of over 2,500 dispensary patients

treated during the year. It is with deep

gratitude to God that we are able to re-

port that no deaths occurred in the hos-

pital, though two patients, treated for a

time for chronic Bright’s disease, after-

wards died at their homes. . . .

Unfavorable as the physical condition of

our patients has been, the spiritual con-

dition of many of them has been fully as

discouraging. Some of them had never

heard the truth. ... No effort has

been spared to instruct, in spiritual things,

those who have come under our care.

Many have committed a large number of

Scripture texts and questions from the

Catechism. They have heard the reading

of the Word and prayer every morning

and evening, and some have taken away
with them copies of the Scriptures, prom-

ising to read them in their homes. Thus
we have attempted, while laboring for the

physical healing, to make it, not the chief

end, but a means to a higher end—that of

leading men to the great physician of

souls. . . .

There were over 74 cases treated. Of
these 7 were Protestants, 8 Moslems, 20

Nusairies, and 39 nominal Christians of

the various sects.

Mersina, Asia Minor.—Miss McNaugh-
ton reports thirty-five boys in the Board-

ing School, all of whom are deeply inter-

ested in their studies. Dr. Arthur P.

Dray, too, who recently returned from this

country, says, in a private letter, “All the

friends here seem to be as busy as can be

all day, and things look brighter and more

promising than I ever saw them before.

The church was full on Sabbath day.”

We regret, however, to learn that Dr.

S. A. S. Metheny has been ill during the

winter, and is at present suffering from the

effects of repeated attacks of fever, render-

ing a change necessary. At the bi-monthly

meeting of the Board, Tuesday, March 29,

a request was presented from the Mission

that he might be allowed leave of absence

“ to travel for a few months at his own ex-

pense.” The furlough asked for was

granted.

Cyprus—The following letter from Rev.

Henry Easson will be read with interest, as

indicating the many opportunities for seed

sowing that are presented to the brethren

in Larnaca

:

The Greek High School, which is sup-

ported by the gifts of St George, was

closed in the fall for lack of funds. The

head teacher, who was thus thrown out of

work, started a private school, but did not

succeed, as his pupils thought he could

live on promises to pay. Our Greek

teacher, of whom I wrote you last week,

was very anxious that we should undertake

the work, and said :
“ Now is the time to

lay a foundation. Then starting in the

fall, before the other schools, you will get

some of the boys who are now being sent to

Nicosia High School, and, teaching the

Bible in the school, you will be able to
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reach many more with the truth.” After

thinking the matter over, Dr. Moore and I

concluded to try it for five and a half

months, or to the summer vacation, and if

we ran behind we could foot the bills and

quit.

We saw the commissioners who have

charge of the rooms where the Greek

school was held, and rented them, with

benches, maps, etc., and announced that we
would open a school for English and Greek

languages. We secured the time of their

head teacher, who is considered the best

Greek teacher in Larnaca. The young
man who teaches us Greek is assistant

English teacher in the school. We charge

6 shillings a month for both languages, and

3 shillings a month for either Greek or

English only. The school was opened on

Tuesday, Feb. 1, and now it is on a paying

basis.

We require payment by the month,

strictly in advance. Dr. Moore is the

treasur< r, and every child must have a

card of admittance from him on the first

of each month, or the teachers will not ad-

mit him into the school. We also make a

discount of 1 shilling a month to those who
pay the full term of five and a half months in

advance. Of the pupils now in school six-

teen have paid the full term in advance.

Dr. Moore, our Greek teacher and myself

have charge of the English department

and the Bible study.

The school is opened every morning with

a lesson from the Bible.

One man, when he brought his boy,

asked the Doctor what our object was.

“ Are you going to make all of the chil-

dren Protestants V' Dr. Moore answered :

“We expect to teach them that Jesus

Christ is the only Saviour of fallen men.”

The man said: “I wish you success in

your work,” and paid his boy’s tuition for

the full term.

The work will probably be opposed by

the priests, but the people are so anxious

to have their children in school that I have

no fear as to the result. This work has

been so arranged as not to interfere with

our duties. Our school for the Armenian

refugees contains about twenty or twenty-

five pupils. The teacher acts also as my
interpreter on Sabbath, and for Dr. Moore
and me on Thursday evening. We had an

attendance of 90 last Sabbath at the a. m.

service, 70 in S. S. and 40 at English preach-

ing
;
10 Greeks were present in S. S. and 10

who understood English were present at

the preaching. I hope that these items

will be useful and encouraging.

China.—Writing from Canton under date

of Feb. 11th, Rev. Elmer McBurney gives

the following interesting notes of the

work:

Just ten days ago, Mr. Robb and I went

up to Tak Hing Chau to prepare the chapel

for preaching, and to see what the pros-

pects are for purchasing the property.

We found the city much as it was six

months ago, and the people very friendly

toward us. The house which we have

rented was in very bad condition. Al-

though used for a hotel, it was black and

filthy with soot and dirt and smoke. The

man we called to clean the house seemed to

know that we thought it rather dirty, for

he asked an exorbitant price for his work.

Finding that the people wanted to make

money off us, we determined to give them

an object lesson, and demonstrate to them

that we were not tiger hunters from Hong
Kong. So we bought two brooms, took

off our coats, and went to work ourselves

in sight of all who could stand on the

street in front of the chapel ; and in about

three hours we were able to hire a boy to

help us about the house at $3 (silver) per

month, and as many carpenters and white-

washers as we wanted at 20 cents (silver)

per day.

The house will need a good deal of re-
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pair, but the cost will be a very small item,

as material and labor are much cheaper

than at Canton.

One day, as we walked up the river, a

farmer told us of some foreigners who had

been trying to buy a mulberry field, but

we could not find out from them who the

men were, or for what purpose they wanted

the land, or what price they had offered,

but we suppose them to be some business

men from Hong Kong, wishing to locate a

factory of some kind, as this would be a

very desirable locality for a silk factory.

We have not yet been able to inquire

about property, but we think that we can

purchase at a reasonable price. The

trouble may be to get a suitable location.

Our chapel is at present about thirty feet

above the river level, but we are told that

at high water it may be four or five feet

under water, and we would like higher

ground.

The mountain scenery around Tak Hing

is simply beautiful. One large peak off to

the southwest, which seems to stand head

and shoulders above all the rest, is called

by the people tai Lik Shan (Great Strength

Mountain), and another, just north of the

city one mile, called Heung Shan (Fl a-

grant Mountain). This latter Mr. Robb
threatens to climb just as soon as he has

time. The natives say that no man has

ever been to the top of the former on ac-

count of the tigers with which it is infested.

Mr. Robb and I have been out from the

city in three directions, and find that there

are many small villages in the surrounding

valleys, thus indicating that the people

have a sense of security from robbers,

which infest other parts of the country.

Wherever we went, we found the people

very friendly and ready to hear us talk to

them. Their dialect is different in some
respects from the Cantonese. They can

understand us, though we cannot always

catch their words. I noticed, however,

that we could understand them much bet-

ter after living among them for a week.

Mr. Robb and I expect to stay in Tak
Hing month about, until we begin to build.

I would like so much if we could go up to

Tak Hing to live, for we would certainly

have more stimulus for work if we were on

the ground. But we would not think of try-

ing to live in native bouses, as they are con-

structed without any regard to health, and

little regard to comfort.

We have almost daily calls for medicine

and medical treatment, which we cannot

give, although we have some salves and

liniment—and Mr. Robb has a pair of for-

ceps for extracting teeth— and other simple

remedies. What a help a physician would

be to us at this stage of the work. May
we assure the people that a physician will

soon be with us ?

Our first teacher died about three weeks

ago. Although I feel the force of what

some have said, “ that I would have been

about as well off without a teacher the first

year,” still I believe he was a true Chris-

tian, and it was not until his death that we
realized how strong was our affection. I

left Mr. Robb in Tak Hing enjoying the

best of health, found the good wives in

Canton both well, and Lizzie Alice with her

full share of avoirdupois and beauty.

Africa.

—

The mission in Uganda, Africa,

is one of the most remaxkable in the his-

tory of the Church. It was begun only

twenty-one years ago, and has suffered at

least two bloody persecutions, but it has

now 321 meeting houses, from the big

cathedral church in the capital, seating

4,000 or more, down to the little meeting

house on the Island Zira, seating thirty

persons. Thirty-seven thousand people

have begun to learn to read, that they may
read the gospel for themselves. Seven

hundred and twenty-five teachers are at

work in connection with the Church of the

Boganda, sixty-one of whom are women.
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Their salaries vary from $750 to $10 a

year, and many will take no salary, work-

ing simply for the love of Christ. Twenty
thousand people are daily studying the

Bible. There are 1,355 communicants,

and 10,000 more may be classed as in-

quirers of a most hopeful sort .—Review of
Missions.

AT HOME.

Allegheny, Pa.

—

The Board of Superin-

tendents of the Theological Seminary will

meet in Seminary Hall, Tuesday, April 5,

1898, at 9 a. m.

J. W. Sproull, Sec.

The Fourth Annual Institute of the

Sabbath Schools of the Pittsburg Presby-

tery was held in the Central Church, Alle-

gheny, Feb. 15, 1898. Dr. Sproull pre-

sided, and W. M. Glasgow acted as Sec-

retary. In the afternoon the following

papers were presented :
“ Teaching Dis-

tinctive Principles in the Sabbath School,”

by Miss Lena E. Shorts, of East End con-

gregation
;
“ The Best Method of Conduct-

ing the Quarterly Review,” by Rev. R. J.

Gault, of New Alexandria congregation;

“ How to Interest Children in the Sabbath

School and Lesson,” by Miss Carolyn B.

McKaig, of First Beaver Falls congrega-

tion. These admirable paper’s were fol-

lowed by an open parliament, in which a

number of experienced workers pointed out

some of the difficulties and weak points in

the Sabbath School.

At the evening session the following sub-

jects were presented: “The Relation of

the Pastor to the Sabbath School,” by J. R.

Copeland, of Parnassus congregation

;

“ How to Interest the Boys,” by Tbeologues

Walter McCarroll and James S. McGaw, of

Allegheny
;
“ How to Secure the Attend-

ance of the Scholars at Church Services,”

by Mrs. M. G. Gibson, of New Castle con-

gregation
;

“ Interdenominational Insti-

tutes,” by Dr. D. McAllister, of Pittsburg

;

the “ Question Box ” being conducted by

Dr. R. C. Wylie, of Wilkinsburg, who an-

swered the easy questions and referred

the hard ones to others. Another open

parliament followed, in which the discus-

sion touched upon all questions concerning

the work of Sabbath Schools. Mr. James

Scott, of Geneva congregation, reported as

Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions,

in which this work was highly commended,

the observance of holy days with elaborate

services was condemned, and a higher

moral tone urged as to the performances

at annual school entertainments.

Rev. B. M. Sharp, of McKeesport, re-

ported, as Chairman of the Committee on

Enrollment, that 142 delegates were pres-

ent from 22 congregations, besides 12 min-

isters and the students of theology. A large

audience gathered at both sessions. The
hospitality of the Central Church people was

unsparing, and the dreadful storm of rain

and snow which swept over the city was

unfelt, because of the thoughtful entertain-

ment of the Institute in the church lecture

room. It is conceded that this was one of

the most interesting, helpful and largely at-

tended Institutes yet convened, and testifies

to the need, worth, and permanency of this

form of annual assemblage of the Sabbath-

school workers of the Pittsburg Presbytery.

The next meeting will be arranged by the

ExecutiveCommittee, of which J. M.Brown,
of New Alexandria, is Chairman. Com.

At the annual meeting of the J. W.
Sproull Band, held Friday, March 18th,

about $100 was cleared. The evening was

spent delightfully, the performers all ac-

quitting themselves well. The Band ex-

pects to do more than ever before for mis-

sion work. The officers are Stella Camp-
bell, Pres.; Elizabeth Allison, Vice-Pres.;

Florence Kenwill, Sec.; Margaretta Stew-

art, Cor. Sec.; and Lois Evans, Treas.

Mrs. Sproull has been Superintendent from

the organization.
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Beaver Falls, Pa.—At a meeting of the

College Hill R. P. Church, held on Feb. 15,

it was unanimously decided to hold an

election for pastor, before the spring meet-

ing of Presbytery. Details were left to the

Session. The treasurer’s report showed

the finances of the congregation to be in

fair condition.

A social was held in the church on the

evening of Feb. 14, preceded by a meeting

of the lads and lasses of the community.

At this meeting, under the superintendence

of Mrs. Reed, a Loyal Legion was organ-

ized for temperance work.

Under leadership of Mr. F. W. Ransom,

the superintendent of the Sabbath School,

the young people meet weekly, to study

music and practice for the congregational

singing. Com.

Cleveland, O.—The Third International

Convention of the Student Volunteer

Movement for Foreign Missions was held

at Cleveland, O., February 23-27, 1898. It

was a unique gathering of youth and ed-

ucation, enlisted for “ the evangelization of

the world in this generation,” and relying

for success on the declaration, “ Thy
people shall be willing in the day of Thy
power.” There were present 1,717 stu-

dents, representing 458 institutions of

learning, 106 presidents and professors of

theological seminaries and colleges, 89

returned missionaries, 83 secretaries of 71

boards, 219 representatives of young peo-

ple’s societies, editors and visiting pastors,

making a total of 2,214 registered dele-

gates. Among the delegates were C. A.

Dodds, Walter McCarroll, A. A. Samson

and R. H. Martin, from the Reformed

Presbyterian Seminary, in Allegheny, Pa.;

H. B. Scott, J. A. Kempf, R. W. Robb,

with five others, not Covenanters, from

Geneva College, Beaver Falls, Pa.; John

M. Dodds, from Amity College, Cold

Spring, la.; W. Kevan, from Carroll Col-

lege, Waukesha, Mich.; and Kate McBur-

ney from Women’s Medical College, Phil-

adelphia. Rev. T. P. Stevenson, D.D., and

his son, Mr. Waldo Stevenson, were also

present as the representatives of Philadel-

phia papers.

The opening exercises were conducted by

Rev. F. Meyer, of London, who called the

delegates to review their condition and

standing before God, in three particulars ;

1. Separation from known evil.

2. The fulness of Christ and how to

avail ourselves of it now and in the future.

3. The anointing of the Spirit, and how
each one ma) have his share in Pentecost.

The keynote of the first point was found

in Is. 52:11, “ Depart ye, depart ye, go ye

out from thence, touch no unclean thing

. . . . be ye clean that bear the vessels

of the Lord.” The illustration was taken

from the 8th chapter of Ezra. Having en-

trusted to the custody of the priests the

treasures to be taken to Jerusalem, Ezra

said to them, “ Ye are holy unto the Lord

;

the vessels are holy also ; and the silver

and the gold are a freewill offering unto the

Lord God of our fathers. Watch and

keep them,” etc.

In like manner, Christ calls on us to take

the holy vessels of His gospel and bear

them through the world—justification, re-

generation, filling with the Holy Spirit,

preservation of the Sabbath, etc. Every

one has some mission. Read 2 Tim. 1:12

and 1 Tim. 1:11. “You deposit yourselves

with Christ, and He deposits with you His

character and truth.” In carrying the

bread and wine at the dispensation of the

Lord’s Supper, how careful the elders are

not to leave a stain on the plate or cup,

and we should avoid everything in our life

that would be out of harmony with the

work to which the Lord has set us apart.

Answer these seven questions

:

1. Are you clean in your habits ? Laza-

rus, when called out of the tomb, was alive,

but still had on grave clothes, which he
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might have worn home. Whatever the evil

habit may be, the use of liquor or of tobacco,

you must drop it. If you are willing,

Christ will even take away the desire. He
can say :

“ Loose him, and let him go.”

2. Are you clean in your appetites ? We
may gratify a natural appetite in a wrong

direction or to excess.

3. Does your uncleanness lie in some

worldly alliance ? Perhaps, for instance,

some young person has entered into an en-

gagement to be married to an ungodly

partner. Whatever the cost, it must be

broken.

4. Are you free from worldly aims and

ambitions ? Here Mr. Meyer related an in-

cident in the life of the late Charles Spur-

geon. He was invited to hold a series of

special religious services in a destitute part

of London. As an inducement, the lead-

ers of the movement assured him of an

audience of 10,000 people. His answer

was :
“ I do not wish to preach to 10,000

people, but simply to do the will of God.”

5. Do you stand clean of worldly pleas-

ures? Nothing can be more inconsistent

than theatre-going, dancing and card-play-

ing, while professing to bear the vessels of

the Lord.

6. Are you free from a merely emotional

religion ?

7. Are you careful to avoid all activities

of your own in the service of God? Con-

trast the offerings of Cain and Abel.

The second point was based on Col. 1:19 ;

2 : 9, 10. “Complete in Christ.” “I draw

an arc, but in order to complete the circle

there must be a complement. The former

represents the believer, and the latter repre-

sents Christ. The larger the arc, the

smaller the complement ; the smaller the

arc, the larger the complement. Much
of us, little of Christ

;
little of us, much

of Christ.” Our safety lies not so much
in resisting temptation, as in taking the

opposite grace from Christ. And how are

we to take ? Not by praying, if that means

supplication, but by accepting what has

been provided and is freely offered to us.

On the third point, Mr. Meyer said

:

“ Over and above regeneration and sancti-

fication is the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus waited for thirty years before He
went out to help the perishing. Then, on

going into the synagogue at Nazareth one

Sabbath, He said to the people: “The

Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He
hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to

the poor.”

Ponder these seven statements

:

1. There is such a blessing to be had as

the anointing. Recall the experience of

Jesus Christ and the early Church.

2. That blessing is for me. Acts 2:39.

3. I haven’t got it. For (1) Jesus is not

real to me. (2) The Bible is not interest-

ing. (3) I have no power to overcome sin,

and (4) Mine is a life of fitful activity.

4. I am hungry for it.

5. I am ready to make any sacrifice to

get it.

6. I give myself to Jesus, that He may
fill me with it.

7. I take it by faith. Gal. 3:14. “As
you took forgiveness from the dying Christ,

take the anointing from the living Christ.”

At the evening session on Wednesday,

the Rev. W. A. Leonard, D. D., Bishop of

the Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Ohio,

delivered an address of welcome, in which

he said, among other things: “We thank

you for coming to our city. This conven-

tion is a gathering, not only of devout, but

of intelligent and well-educated men and

women. The leaders of all successful en-

terprises have been intelligent people, and

when intelligence is in alliance with the re-

ligion of Christ, there is secured the wisdom

that cometh from above, and the manifest

approval of God. Let your convention be

a reconsecration of body, mind and spirit

to His service and for His glory.” In his
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reply, Prof. J. Ross Stevenson, of McCor-

mick Theological Seminary, Chicago, after

expressing appreciation of Dr. Leonard’s

words, referred briefly to the character of

the convention, and closed by saying : “ We
are not here on a pleasure trip, nor merely

for the stirring of religious emotions, but

to devise measures for the extending of

God’s kingdom in the world.” Then fol-

lowed a very encouraging address by Dr.

David J. Burrell, of New York, on “The
Supremacy of Christianity

;
or, the Non-

Christian Religions not Sufficient to Save

the World.”

Thursday morning Mr. John R. Mott,

President of the Volunteer Movement,

presented the report of the Executive

Committee, in which it was stated that the

organization “is in no sense a Missionary

Board. It has never sent out a missionary,

and never will. It is simply a recruiting

agency. . . . It is unswervingly loyal

to the Church; it is the servant of all the

Foreign Missionary Societies. Its fourfold

purpose is (1) to awaken and maintain,

among all Christian students of the United

States and Canada, intelligent and active

interest in Foreign Missions
; (2) to enroll

a sufficient number of properly qualified

student volunteers to meet the successive

demands of the various Missionary Boards

of North America
; (3) to help all such in-

tending missionaries to prepare for their

life work, and to enlist their co-operation

in developing the missionary life of the

home churches
; (4) to lay an equal burden

of responsibility on all students who are

to remain as ministers and lay workers at

home, that they may actively promote the

missionary enterprise by their intelligent ad-

vocacy, by their gifts and by their prayers.”

Mr. Mott then introduced Mr. Douglas

M. Thornton, who bore fraternal greetings

from Great Britain. He told of a remark-

able uprising among medical students.

There were twice as many theological as

medical volunteers four years ago, but now
the proportion is reversed. He also re-

ported that the British Volunteers, after

adopting the American watchword, had

drawn up and sent out a memorial to all

the churches urging them to adopt the

same policy. And the replies from all de-

nominations have been most gratifying.

At the close of this address, Rev. J. C.

Ewing, D. D., President of the Christian

College, Lahore, in India, spoke on “ The
Intellectual Qualifications of a Mission-

ary.” His treatment of the subject was

masterly. “The evangelization of the na-

tions,” he said in substance, “ is no light

and insignificant task To accomplish what

the Church has undertaken to do requires

the brightest intellectual gifts that it can

furnish.” In indicating the necessary equip-

ment for a missionary, he emphasized “ abil-

ity to acquire strange and difficult lan-

guages, some measure of familiarity with the

religious systems which it is his aim to un-

dermine and overthrow, settled convictions

in regard to the central truth of Christian-

ity, practical experience in teaching, and

tact in dealing with men.” The companion

address was by Rev. M. E. Baldwin, D D.,

Bishop of Huron, Canada, on “ The Spirit-

ual Qualifications of a Missionary.” He, first

of all, insisted on the personal call of Christ

as an indispensable requisite. Then he

pointed out the kind of men the Lord calls.

(1) Men who feel themselves unfit. One
illustration was taken from the life of

Moses, who, when he fancied himself ready

to lead the Israelites out of bondage, only

succeeded in killing one man, and was only

ready when he had found seven good rea-

sons why he was altogether inadequate to

the task. At school, in Midian, he had mas-

tered the lesson of his own insufficiency.

(2) There must also be the likeness of

Christ in us. “ The clearest proof of Christ

in heaven is Christ in His people on earth.”

(3) And, finally, the evangelist must know
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what he is to preach. He is 'to be a wit-

ness, not an advocate, and able to testify,

not on hearsay, but from definite knowl-

edge. He may not be able to fathom depths,

or scale heights, but he can say, “ I know
Him in His atoning blood, and in His Mel-

chesedic priesthood.” The address was

most impressive, and at the request of the

chairman, Dr. Baldwin, kneeling, led the

assembly in a pi’ayer that lifted all souls to

God.

In the afternoon of this day sectional con-

ferences were held in different places, that

the delegates might be brought face to face

with returned missionaries and leaders, and

learn from them directly the situation in

countries towards which they felt specially

drawn. The evening session dealt exclu-

sively with problems suggested by certain

mission fields. Mr. Thornton, who has

been appointed by the Church Missionary

Society to work among the students of the

Mosque of El Azhar in Cairo, took his

hearers to Africa and showed the results

that might be accomplished in spite of such

formidable obstacles as the slave trade,

liquor traffic, and variety of dialects, if the

Church would only fuimish men and money.

Rev. Harlan P. Beach spoke on Confucian-

ism, “ which,” he said, “ you are not to think

of as a system of ethics, or as in any sense

a religion, or as a system of political econ-

omy, but as a mixture of all these things.”

One difficulty that has to be contended with

in teaching the Chinese of the Saviour is

that they have so little idea of the existence

and meaning of sin, one of the teachings of

Confucianism being that all men are born

good. Mr. Robert Wilder followed with a

brief address on Brahminism. The son of an

eminent missionary, and a native of India,

he regards the field as open for immediate

possession, but believes that successful

evangelism there demands “ Christlike in-

tolerance. The missionary must insist that

Christianity is not a religion, but the reli-

gion, and that Christ is not a Saviour, but

the Saviour.” Then came a most vivid por-

trayal of Islamism by Rev. S. M. Zwemer,

F. R. G. S., of Arabia. He laughed at the

idea that the great difficulty in the way of

reaching the Moslem world is Turkish con-

trol. He showed from a colored chart that,

while the Mohammedans number 201,000,-

000, only 18,000,000 are in the Turkish

Empire. On the contrary, 102,000,000 of

them are under such rulers as Queen Wil-

helmina, of Holland, and Queen Victoria, of

Britain, and the rest live under independ-

ent governments. “ The need of this peo-

ple,” he cries, “is what your need is and

mine. Their need is Christ. The Moslem
world is a challenge to your faith. It is

Goliath to your David.”

The subject under discussion Friday fore-

noon was “ The Money Problem in Chris-

tian Missions.” Bishop Ninde, President

of the Epworth League, spoke on the stew-

ardship of property and the importance of

giving a new direction to business capacity

and energy. The next speaker was Dr. A. F.

Schauffler, who defined money as “my-
self,” muscle and brains stored up for future

use. He likened it to an electric battery,

which, according to the attachment you

make, brings about good or evil results

—

lighting up your room, moving the wheels

of industry, relieving from pain, or taking

away life. One man lets this stored power

loose and a hospital rises to bless the world,

or a missionary church is the result, while

another looses “ himself ” in riotous living,

to the r-uin of body and soul. Money is

“ simply a device for stox'ing your own en-

ergy and loosing it again anywhere in the

world.” And the question that the Church

has to answer to-day is, “ Shall it be loosed

for the kingdom of God or the kingdom of

Satan ?” The discussion was fitly closed by

Dr. H. C. Mabie, Secretary of the American

Baptist Union, with an admirable address

on the only way to secure a willing spirit in
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Christian giving, an enthusiastic willing-

ness to loose the stored power for the ex-

tension of the cause of Christ. “ Thy peo-

ple shall be willing in the day of Thy

power.” He instanced Zacclieus, Mary, and

others in Bible times, and more recently

John G. Paton, who had contributed to the

work in the New Hebrides $70,000, received

from his autobiography, and then said,

“ Behind each of these gifts must have been

a day of Christ’s power.”

At the close of this address Miss Leitch,

of Ceylon, gave other examples of Chris-

tian giving. Within recent years about

500 missionaries have gone out at their own

charges. A wealthy man is supporting

forty missionaries instead of erecting for

himself and family a finer house than that

in which he and his wife began housekeep-

ing. Two sisters in Edinburgh, one a

teacher and the other a dressmaker, are

supporting a third sister in India.

Want of space forbids a report of the

brief but suggestive addresses on the mean-

ing of the movement, methods of evangel-

ism, and necessary preparation for the

work, duty of pastors and of colleges, etc.,

that filled up the closing sessions of the

Convention.

Saturday afternoon was devoted to De-

nominational Rallies. That of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church was conducted by the

Secretary of the Foreign Board. The first

hour was spent in devotional exercises, in-

cluding a few remarks on the words, “ I

have sent” (John 17:18). These words

were viewed as one of the names that

Christ has given to His followers. In them

are wrapped up three leading ideas, which

the speaker expressed in the sibilant alliter-

ation: subjection, sufficiency and success.

The fact of being sent forth carries with it

the assurance of all needed help, and, con-

sequently, fruitful service.

The rest of the time was given up to an-

swering questions, and a general conversa-

tion as to the present needs of the Foreign

Missions and what licentiates and students

can do to help on the work.

On the Lord’s Day all discussion gave

place to worship. In the morning Rev. Dr.

Cuthbert Hall, of the Union Theological

Seminary in New York, preached from Rev.

7 : 9, 10. In every successful undertaking,

he said, there must be three conditions : A
distinct aim in view, a thorough belief in

its possibility, and a practical confidence in

the adequacy of the means
;

or, in other

words, there must be vision, faith and

energy. Here we have a vision of an evan-

gelized world, a multitude innumerable,

ecumenical, purified, triumphant and

Christ-saved. In order that this vision may
become reality there must be faith, to sur-

mount the obstacles that lie in the way,

namely, the long delay of time, the wasting

energies of the Church, the deeply en-

trenched systems of false religions, and the

moral dismemberment of heathen society.

The inspiring force of faith lies in the fact

that we believe in the world-wide signifi-

cance of the atonement, the world-wide

adaptability of the gospel, and the world-

wide unity of the human race. The needed

energy, will reveal itself in a re-statement

of New Testament truths, in regard to

Christ, His cross and the promised Pente-

costal blessing
; a recognition of the social

value of Christianity in the non-Christian

world ; and an appeal to the intelligence

and youth of the Church.

The parting scene on Sabbath evening

was too touching for any pen to describe.

Thus closed a Convention that was full of

power. To every true man or woman who
was present, it meant a widening of spirit-

ual vision, a deepening of spiritual life, and

a more sensible shedding abroad of the love

of God in the heart.

Fairgrove, Mich.—Mrs. Sarah George,

of Jonathan’s Creek Cong., died after a brief

illness, Feb. 26. She was in her eighty-
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fourth year, and ready for her change.

Early in life she united with the Cove-

nanter Church, and remained a consistent

member of it till death. She was of an

excellent Christian spirit—gentle, quiet

and kind in her words and acts. She ear-

nestly loved, first of all, her Redeemer, and

then His Church and people. Early in her

married life, her husband was taken from

her by death
;
yet she brought up her chil'

dren in the right ways of the Lord, and

three of them survive to call her blessed.

A large concourse of friends and neighbors

assembled to pay their respects to her

memory. “ The memory of the just is

blessed.” T. C. S.

Hopkinton, Ia.—Rev. S. R. Wallace, who
was with us during December, and at that

time had the privilege of receiving a mem-
ber into the Church, has been with us again

for two Sabbaths of excellent work.

The woman’s annual missionary meet-

ing this year took the form of a mission

social. It was an afternoon meeting held

in the church. Unfavorable weather, and

other hindrances, resulted in diminished

attendance. A delightful social hour was

enjoyed by those present. A good pro-

gramme followed devotional exercises con-

ducted by the president, Mrs. R. L. Wal-

lace. The annual report was read by Sec-

retary Miss Anna Dunlop, and Mr. Peter

Guthrie entertained his audience with

“ Reminiscences in the History of the Con-

gregation.” How in the early fifties, Dr.

Roberts, the first pastor, held open serv-

ices in a grove. Later on the congrega-

tion was housed in the Town Hall, an

“upper chamber’’—above a wagon shop

—

furnished with pine benches, and carpeted,

“not after the manner of our present sanc-

tuary,” but “with a good, fresh, clean

coating of sawdust.”

Iowa was the far West in those days,

and this hall, though less inspiring as a

place of worship than “ God’s first temple,”

was, when well heated, more comfortable,

doubtless, when the mercury toyed with

zero, and the wind whistled its winter

melody through the leafless branches of

the grove. As the congregation took root,

a church home of its own began to be dis-

cussed. This project in good time materi-

alized. With God’s blessing, the brain

and brawn of the members, lai’gely aided

by the trusty services of patient ox teams,

building material was collected and the

erection of the present edifice was accom-

plished. The ox teams and big wagons
have gone West

;
people drive to the

church in these days with mettlesome

steeds, in top buggies and good carriages.

But the same church building has witnessed

the manifold experiences and shifting scenes

of the successive pastorates of Dr. Roberts,

Dr. D. H. Coulter, Dr. R. C. Wylie and

Rev. T. H. Acheson.

Mrs. Robert Wallace, Jr., held the atten-

tion of all in an earnest talk on “ The Re-

flex Influence of Mission Work.” The

exercises were closed by Rev. R. S. Wal-

lace, and a collection of $14, which, con-

sidering the slender attendance, was very

encouraging.

The society contributes $50 annually to the

Foreign Missions, giving also three months’

work each to two other schemes of the

Church, taking these in succession, and

aiding them to what extent it can. Com.

New York.

—

The New York Presbytery

will meet in Twenty-third Street Church,

New Ybrk City, Tuesday, April 19, at 10:30

a. m. - S. G. Shaw, Clerk.

On Tuesday evening, March 15, the Sec-

ond R. P. Church of this city celebrated

the fiftieth anniversary of the reorganiza-

tion of the Sabbath School. The superin-

tendent, Mr. A. Alexander, presided. Inter-

esting addresses were made to a represent-

ative audience by former superintendents,

Messrs. Henry O’Neill and Thos E. Grea-

cen. The former emphasized love to Christ
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as the true motive to service and its

chief inspiration. The latter contrasted

present Christian activities with those that

marked the earlier years of this century.

Referring to our school, he expressed the

belief that it was doing as effective work as

any similar institution in the country. The

pastor spoke briefly on the value of such

gatherings, contrasting the condition of

the widely-scattered congregation of to-day

with that of the same congregation half a cen-

tury ago, when the Eleventh Sti’eet Church

was the central rendezvous of a band of

men and women as intimately acquainted

and as devoted to each other as children in

the same family. Then there were close re-

lationship and a melting together of hearts.

Now the people are living everywhere, and

are fast becoming strangers. It is not sur-

prising, under the circumstances, that the

young are tempted to wander away to

places where there is less regard to the

whole truth as it is in Jesus, but more so-

ciability. The social life of those who have

come into the communion of the Church

from the world has undergone an entire

change. To all practical purposes they are

sundered from old companionships as com-

pletely as a piece of rock broken off from

the mass of which it once formed a part.

To hold them and do them good that loss

must be made up.

A very pleasant feature in the exercises

was the presentation of $200 in gold coin

to Miss Mary A. McCleery, who, after so

long a period of uninterrupted service as

teacher, has been forced by failing health

to retire. She has been honored of the Lord
to see fruit of labor in two generations,

and in giving up her loved employment, it

is with earnest daily prayer for those who
are still at work. Elder McGuire, her

friend and fellow-laborer during all these

years, made the presentation in choice and

happy terms. At the request of Miss Mc-

Cleery, Mr. Josiah Wray, son of one of her

pupils, responded in an address full of fine

sentiments, admirably expressed, that made
every one feel good.

Newburg, N. Y.—The W. M. Society,

of First Newburg, presented the follow-

ing report, Oct. 4, 1897 : We have

great reason to thank our Heavenly Father

for His goodness to us as a society

throughout the past year. Our meet-

ings are held at the home of our

pastor on the first Monday evening of each

month. We have had ten regular monthly

meetings, with an average attendance of

eleven members. One active member has

been added to our list this year, making

the present enrollment nineteen.

In our opening exercises we have been

reading the Book of the Acts, and at the

roll-call each member responds by reciting

a verse of Scripture. We have our usual

readings from the Herald of Mission

News, and also letters from the China

Inland Mission, and we are at present

reading the “ Life of Joseph Hardy
Neesima.” We have held ten cottage

prayer-meetings, which have been well

attended, and have not only been a

blessing to the homes in which they have

been held, but to us and to the congrega-

tion. As we look back at the past our

work seems small, yet we trust our feeble

efforts have been blessed in bringing some

souls out of darkness into light.

In making a historical review of the W.
M. S. for the past ten years, little can be

added to what most of you already know.

We will therefore confine ourselves to the

more general work of the society. As the

name indicates, it is for missionary pur-

poses, including both Home and Foreign

Missions. The foreign missionary zeal of

the society has been cultivated by lectures

given by missionaries and letters from the

fields, and also by studying the lives of

missionaries. In this we have been

brought into close contact with the mis-
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sions of the Church. All money collected

by the society is devoted exclusively to

foreign missions. One of the means of

gathering money is by placing mite boxes

in the homes, which are taken up once a

year.

In September of 1888 steps were taken

to organize a Y. P. S. C. E., the young
people meeting on the first Tuesday of

September to adopt Constitution and By-

Laws. In 1889 our pastor suggested the

organization of a children’s mission band,

which was carried into effect Saturday

afternoon, September 15, with Miss Carlisle

as Superintendent. The first enrollment

was ten members, and they adopted the

name of the “ Indian Mission Band,” which

has since been changed to the Junior C. E.

In 1889 work was begun among the

colored people of Newburg, and in 1894

we co-operated with the Associated Chari-

ties in giving relief to the worthy poor.

In May, 1895, the cottage prayer- meeting

was commenced with a view to help those

who were unable to enjoy the ordinances of

God’s house, and has been very beneficial

in this regard.

During these years we have lost by

death Miss Anna Lynn, Mrs. John Frazer,

and Mrs. Carlisle.

While we have been used of God in the

past, we trust by His grace to be more use-

ful in the future. Lizzie Foster, Sec.

Treasurer’s Report.

Total receipts $343.71

Sent to Syrian Mission $343.71

In the past ten years the Sabbath

School gave $2,414.45

The Society 753.94

$3,168.39

Susie Wilson, Treasurer.

Philadelphia, Pa.—At a special meeting

of the Philadelphia Presbytery, held in the

First Church, Philadelphia, March 1, the

Rev. William Hunter, D. D., Ph. D., was

received into the communion of our Church

from the Presbyterian Church. Thus our

Presbytery has been increased and strength-

ened by the addition of two ministerial

members within the last six months. Pres-

bytery is persuaded that both these breth-

ren have been led to enter the communion

of our Church from a conscientious convic-

tion of the truth, and an earnest desire to

glorify Christ by preaching a whole gospel.

Our prayer, therefore, is that God may sus-

tain them by His grace, and use them for

the advancement of the cause of truth and

righteousness in the earth.

R. C. Montgomery.

Mr. Hunter’s address is 825 Elmira Street,

Williamsport, Pa. In a private letter Dr.

Stevenson says, in reference to this latest

accession to the ranks of our ministry:

“ Mr. Hunter comes into our Church with a

thorough knowledge of our principles and

distinctive position, after long and earnest

consideration, and knowing perfectly the

limited field and slender opportunities we

are able to offer him. He bore excellent

testimonials from his brethren.”

The Philadelphia Presbytery will meet

in the 3d Church of the Covenanters,

Deal Street, east of Frankford Avenue,

April 12, at 2 p. m.

Records of sessions should be on hand,

to be passed upon. Conference at 8 p. m.

The following programme has been ar-

ranged :

Subject, “The Collection.”

1. What is its nature, and what place

should-it have among the other services of

the Lord’s house ? Rev. J. C. McFeeters.

2. Should it be prepared for by some

definite system ? Rev. T. H. Walker.

3. In adopting a system, what rule should

govern as to time and amount? Rev. W.

M. Hunter.

4. What effect would such a system have

with respect to the individual giver? Rev.

R. C. Montgomery.
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5. What effect would it have with re-

spect to the Church and her work ? Rev.

E. F. Sherman.

6. What should be the attitude of the

Covenanter Church towards this matter?

Rev. T. P. Stevensqn.

Addresses limited to ten minutes. Twenty
minutes for general discussion. Com.

Pittsburg, Pa.

—

Mrs. Margaret B. Mc-
Intosh, mother of Mrs. D. C. Martin, who
died Feb. 18th, aged 93 years, gave some
substantial evidences of her love for God’s

house and people by leaving a bequest of

$100 to each of the following four congre-

gations : East End, Allegheny, and Central

Allegheny of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church, and the Ninth United Presbyterian

congregation, Allegheny, Pa. D. C. M.

A deep religious interest is reported in

connection with the preaching of Dr .Chap-

man for ten days at East End. About 600

persons are said to have united with the

various churches. Special services were

held in the Reformed Presbyterian Church,

Highland Avenue and Harvard Street, be-

ginning with Sabbath, March 20th, and end-

ing with the Lord’s Supper on the 27th day

of the month. The following programme
indicates the character of the exercises and

gives some idea of the “ feast of fat things”

that was enjoyed by the people :

Monday, 7:45 p. m., “ Hindrances to a

Christian Life.” Rev. Prof. D. B. Wilson,

D. D.

Tuesday, 7:45 p. m., “ The Unlimited

Invitation.” Rev. J. W. Sproull, D. D.

Wednesday, 7:45 p. m., “ The Great

Salvation.” Rev. Prof. W. J. Coleman.

Thursday, 3:00 p. m., “Conditions of

Acceptance.” The Pastor.

Thursday, 7:45 p. m., “Giving up the

World for Christ.” Rev. Prof. R. J.

George, D. D.

Friday, 7:45 p. m., “The Desire of Christ

for Communion.” Rev. B. M. Sharp.

Saturday, 3:00 p. m., “ The Precious

Name.” Rev. R. C. Wylie, D. D.

Sabbath, 10:30 a. m., “ The Beauty of

the Lord.” The Pastor.

Sabbath, 3:00 p. m., “ The Lord’s Sup-

per.”

Sabbath, 7:30 p. m., “ The Dominion of

Christ.” Rev. D. McAllister, D. D.

Wyman, Ia.

—

Minute of Wyman C. E.

Society, on the death of Miss Daisy

Carson :

It hath pleased our Heavenly Father,

in His wise providence, again to en-

ter our circle and take from us Miss Daisy

Carson, one loved by all who knew her.

From childhood she loved to work for her

Master. In her home she was a devoted

daughter and loving sister, in Christian

Endeavor a faithful member and earnest

worker. Her patience in the hour of trial,

and resignation to God’s will, are worthy

of imitation.

It is with pleasure we testify to her

noble Christian character, and we hereby

express our high appreciation of her ear-

nest zeal in Christian Endeavor work, and

the confident hope that she has ob-

tained joy unspeakable. While we, as a

society, feel deeply the loss of our beloved

sister, we bow in humble submission to the

will of Him who doeth all things well. We
hear the call, “ Be ye also ready, for in such

an hour as ye think not the Son of Man
cometh.”

To the parents, brothers, sisters and

friends who mourn the removal of two

loved ones from the home circle, we tender

heartfelt sympathy in this sad bereavement

—a dear son and daughter, a brother and

sister, have been called home. They were

lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in

death were not long divided.

Eliza Cannon,

Anna Martin,

Jennie Dunn,

Committee.
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MONOGRAPHS.
THREE EPOCHS OF AMERICAN

CHURCH HISTORY.
The Third Epoch—1833 to 1891.

At the meeting in 1 833, Synod re-

affirmed the historical position of the

Church, thereby establishing its continuity,

in the following language

:

“ That as it has always been in the pro-

ceedings and history of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, both in the land of

our forefathers and in this land, a great

and leading object to bear an explicit and

practical testimony to the truth respecting

civil government as the ordinance of God,

and the subjection of the nations to Mes-

siah
;
so it is utterly inconsistent with our

doctrinal standards and judicial acts for

any member of this Church to sit on juries,

to hold offices, or swear allegiance to the

Constitution of the United States.”

For the few years immediately following

the division, the Church was engrossed in

organic reconstruction of her Presbyteries

and congregations which had been sadly

shattered. The Seminary also had been

suspended, and the general work of the

Church disarranged. Soon a number of

faithful ministers were settled in pastoral

charges, the Seminary was resuscitated,

new Presbyteries established, and the

whole work of the Church became exceed-

ingly encouraging.

During this period, however, there arose

several questions which agitated the

Church, concerning which only careful

consideration and wise legislation pre-

vented serious ruptures. Amid conflicting

views on minor matters the decisions of

Synod are remarkably equilibrious, and

maintain the distinctive position of the

Church.

Among the questions referred to were

the matter of Voluntary Associations, the

Deacon, Missions, the War, Covenanting,

Voting for State Constitutional Amend-
ments, and Church Union.

These will be briefly considered, and

added thereto the respective decisions of

Synod.

Voluntary Associations. — In 1828,

Synod indorsed the Colonization Society,

and recommended it to the conscientious

support of the members of the Church.

In 1834, a memorial was sent up from

Greenfield, O., concerning which the Synod

says :
“ This document contains harsh

strictures on Resolutions formerly passed

by Synod respecting the American Coloni-

zation Society, and prays for their expunc-

tion from our Minutes. On motion, the

Memorialists had leave to withdraw their

paper. On their refusal to withdraw it, it

was Resolved, That the paper be returned.

It was returned accordingly.”—Minutes of
Synod, 1834, page 12.

In 1836, three papers were sent up to

Synod from Vermont, respecting the Anti-

Slavery Society. The petitioners were

given leave to withdraw two of them. A
paper of the same nature came up from

Brush Creek, O. The two papers received

were referred to the Committee on Disci-

pline, whose adopted report is as follows :

“In accordance with the principles of our

Church, and the sentiments of our own
hearts, we withdraw the approbation given

to the Colonization Society, and transfer

our approbation and patronage to the

cause of Abolition. It is not only the duty

of Covenanters to encourage the operations

of the benevolent for the relief of the op-

pressed, but also to avail themselves of the

opening which these afford for disseminat-

ing the principles of our Church, especially

for vindicating the paramount authority of

the divine law in regard to our social rela-
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tions and actions. Should not Covenanters,

who have labored so long and suffered so

much for this principle, rejoice that men of

talent, moral worth and influence are help-

ing us to propagate a great truth which is

the seed bud of all our peculiarities as a

professing people, and which must be laid

at the foundation of the millennial temple ?
”

—Minutes of Synod
, 1836, pp. 17, 18.

In this deliverance Synod believes that

the purpose of the Colonization Society

was not to abolish slavery, but only to

transfer it to Africa. Instead of continu-

ing Colonizationists they now became Abo-

litionists. Objectors still claimed that

Synod had not hereby forbidden connec-

tion with Voluntary Associations. In 1838,

a complaint came to Synod that many
members belonged to the Union Anti-

Slavery Society. Synod decided :
“ The

general question involved in this complaint

appears to be whether the members of this

Church may become members of any vol-

untary association in which persons of a dif-

ferent religion or no religion may unite. It

is not the province of your Committee to

enter into a discussion of this subject.

This question the Church has never deter-

mined any farther than to declare the great

principle that connection with immorality

of every kind is wrong. The practical ap-

plication of this principle, in relation to

Voluntary Associations, can produce no

difficulty which the inferior courts are in-

competent to settle. The only action your

Committee would recommend is the follow-

ing : “ Resolved
,
That the Testimony of

this Church is directed against, not only

the practical evil of slavery, but also

against the immoral principles in the Con-

stitution of the United States, by which

this wicked system is supported. We,

therefore, declare to the Church, and to

the world, that from all Associations which

propose, by any act homologating the Con-

stitution, to remove the evil of slavery, it is

our duty and determination to stand aloof.”

—Minutes of Synod, 1838, pp. 302, 303.

The objectors still claimed that this de-

liverance only put the ban on members
when they entered a political society “ ho-

mologating the Constitution.” They were

not satisfied. Francis Gailey, licentiate,

was suspended for disorderly conduct and

abusive language.

In 1840, Revs. David Steele and Robert

Lusk presented petitions on the subject

“which were postponed until the next

meeting of Synod.” Whereupon, without

any notice or dissent, these two ministers,

with three Ruling Elders, organized the

“ Reformed Presbytery.” Following is the

Deed of Constitution.

We, the undersigned, ministers and eld-

ers of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in

North America, familiar with, and having

long witnessed declension in the aforesaid

Church, and employed all other scriptural

means to stay its progress without effect

:

Also, recognizing the claims of the Lord
Jesus Christ and of all such as desire to be

faithful ; compassionating the condition of

those who, by unholy confederacies, are

still “ entangled in the wilderness ;
” con-

sidering the necessities of others, who, “ to

maintain a good conscience,” have been

constrained to unite in the “ Safety

League,” which covers the whole ground of

our covenanted system :—Do now, trust-

ing to the faithfulness of the God of our

fathers, and relying on the strength of

promised grace ; after the example of the

venerable Rev. William Gibson, who “ kept

the faith,”—enter and record our solemn

protestation against the Church, because

she has corrupted the doctrines and wor-

ship, and prostituted the government and

discipline of the house of God; and we do

hereby decline the authority of all her ju-

dicatories.

We acknowledge the supreme authority

of the Lord Jesus Christ, the only King
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and Head of His Church
;
the binding obli-

gation of the solemn deeds of our cove-

nanted forefathers,—resting upon our souls,

by our own •voluntary engagements, viz. :

The word of God, the Westminster Con-

fession of Faith, Catechisms, larger and

shorter, the Directory for Worship, as they

were received by the Church of Scotland

in her purest times, i. e., between the

years 1638 and ’49 inclusive, the Cove-

nants, National and Solemn League, Ref-

ormation Principles Exhibited, in agree-

ableness to the aforesaid Standards
;

to-

gether with the faithful contendings of our

covenant fathers : in a word—all the docu-

ments contemplated, regarded, and as en-

gaged unto in the Terms of Ecclesiastical

Communion in the Ref. Pres. Church.

In virtue of, and in accordance with, the

aforesaid principles and declarations, we
unite and agree to constitute a Presbytery.

Done in Allegheny Town
,
June 27th,

1840.

David Steele,

Robert Lusk,

Wm. M’Kinley,

Wm. Wylie,

Nathan Johnston.

Elder William Wylie returned to the

Church shortly afterwards. In 1841,

Synod took the following action :
“ Inas-

much as it was by the instrumentality of

these schismatics that the papers under

consideration were brought before this

Court, they may justly be thought unworthy

of any further notice; but as the subject

to which they refer is important, and gen-

erally thought that the honor and safety

of the Church demand a fuller ex-

pression of the mind of this Synod

in relation to it, your Committee would

recommend the adoption of the following

resolutions : 1. That those confederated

associations for declared moral purposes,

which pay no express belief in the Lord

Jesus Christ for salvation, nor to a depend-

ence upon His Spirit for guidance in all

duty, and in the special duties of such as-

sociations in particular, but are based on

principles of legalism and admit promiscu-

ously all classes of their members to per-

form religious as well as other duties, are not

entered into in the true spirit of the solemn

deeds of our covenanted forefathers. 2.

That our ministers and people be admon-
ished to refuse uniting unnecessarily in as-

sociations with the erroneous and wicked,

when a bond of confederation is required

to be signed implying identity with such

persons.”—Minutes of Synod, 1841, p.

322.

This is the last deliverance of Synod on

the subject. Synod has never, therefore,

legislated against, or even discouraged,

connection with Voluntary Associations

composed of religious people and for moral

reform. This deliverance, moreover, sim-

ply admonishes against unnecessary con-

nection with the wicked and immoral (im-

plying a possible necessity), when a bond

of confederation is required to be signed

implying identity with such persons. The
subsequent hearty endorsement of all

manner of Voluntary Associations, shows

that Synod has retained its equilibrium up

to 1898, and in perfect harmony with

former deliverances.

The Deacon Controversy.—The first ref-

erence to this subject was a letter sent by

James Willson, of Bethel congregation,

Illinois, to the Synod of 1821, concern-

ing which the record reads : “ The
Committee on Discipline reported on the

letter of James Willson, of Illinois, enjoin-

ing it on the stated clerk of this Synod to

inform Mr. Willson ‘that it accords with

the principles and practice of this Church

to ordain congregational deacons so soon

as the fiscal concerns of any church render

it necessary ; and that no connection with

the laws, the officers, or the order of the

State, is prohibited by the Church except
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what truly involves immorality.’ The

above report was adopted by Synod.”

—

Minutes of Synod, 1821, p. 115.

In 1830, Synod appointed Revs. John

Gibson and John Cannon a committee to

report at the next Synod on the proper

mode of ordaining deacons. In 1831, they

reported, but the report was not put on file.

Concerning this the editor of the Ameri-

can Christian Expositor says, in the Min-

utes, “ The report proposed a change in

the old standing ordinance of laying on of

the hands, by extending imposition of

hands. The project failed.” In 1838, the

controversy began in earnest, and for

twenty years disturbed the Church by the

division of some congregations on the

“elective affinity” principle. It would be

of little interest now to rehearse the story

of this controversy, or to quote pro or

con from the numerous deliverances of

Synod or the mass of publications. The

following is the action of Synod in 1857,

which practically settled the question, viz.

:

“Whereas, The Form of Church Gov-

ernment recognizes deacons as ‘ordinary’

officers in the Church, and ‘requisite’

among the officers of a particular congre-

gation, and this by the will and appoint-

ment of the Lord Jesus Christ ;
and

Whereas, The Form of Church Govern-

ment defines the duty of the deacon to be

‘ to take special care in distributing to the

necessities of the poor,’ and the Testimony

declares that the ‘ deacons have no power

except about the temporalities of the

Church ;
’ and

Whereas, This office has not yet been

exemplified in all our congregations ;
there-

fore

Resolved, 1. That Presbyteries be di-

rected to exercise due care and diligence

to have deacons chosen and ordained in

congregations where they are still want-

ing, with no other powers than those de-

fined in the Standards.

Resolved, 2. That Presbyteries be en-

joined in organizing new congregations,

to see to it that deacons be chosen and

ordained in them.”

( Third Epoch to be continued.)

Reaver Falls, Pa. W. M. Glasgow.

THE SCOPE OF THE CHURCH’S
WORK.*

( Continued from p. 92.)

4. To exemplify the divinely appointed

worship of God
1

s house.

The worship of God is to be according to

divine appointment. The tabernacle, altar,

instruments of service, garments of the

priests, and the offerings were to be accord-

ing to the pattern shown to Moses in the

Mount. “ God is a Spirit, and those that

worship Him must worship Him in Spirit

and in truth,” i. e., there must be in the

heart of the worshiper sentiments corre-

sponding to the outwai'd form, and the

manner of worship must be according to

God’s Word. The apostles were inspired

to appoint the worship of the Church. The
reading and preaching of the Word by or-

dained ministers, and the administration of

the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s

Supper, together with prayer and praise

—

these simple rites, shorn of all papal and

prelatic additions, constitute the divine

order of worship. God met Moses and

sought to slay him because he neglected to

circumcise his sons. Nadab and Abihu

offered strange fire before the Lord and

died. Paul said that many of the Corin-

thian church members were weak and sickly,

and many slept, because they profaned the

Lord’s Supper. Luther separated from

Rome on the ground that we must have

nothing except what God has commanded.

John Knox wrote: “I would like to

know if Jesus Christ be king and head of

His kirk. Then it becometh the kirk of

Jesus Christ to admit that He speaketh, to

* Read before New York Presbytery
,
October 19, 1897.
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receive and embrace His laws, and when

He maketh end of speaking or law-giving,

then to rest. All worship, honoring or

service invented by the brains of man in

the religion of God, without His express

commandment, is idolatry.” “All others re-

tain some footsteps of antichx-ist and some

dregs of popery
; but we (all praise to God

above) have nothing within our churches

that ever flowed from the man of sin.”

Rutherford said :
“ It is not brick nor clay

nor Babel’s cursed timber and stones that

is in our sacred temple, but our blessed

King Jesus is building His house all palace

work and carved stones ; it is the habita-

tion of the Lord.” Principal Cunningham,

of the Free Church, quoted the words :
“ A

show of wisdom in will-worship,” and pro-

ceeded, “A most exact description of the

rites and ceremonies which the Church has

introduced in the exercise of its fancied

power. They are will-worship
,
as being in-

vented or devised by men themselves, with-

out any sanction or warrant from God, and

they have a show of wisdom, as some of

them were originally introduced from an

honest though mistaken intention to pro-

mote the right and acceptable worship of

God
;
and all of them are professedly di-

rected to that object.”

“ The sins forbidden in the second com-

mandment are the worshiping of God by

images or any other way not appointed in

His Word.”

Now, we raise the question, Why sing

Psalms only ? All are agreed that the Psalms

are inspired, that they were appointed for

worship, that Christ and His disciples used

them, and that the apostles used them. If

there is any authority for uninspired hymns

in the worship of God, it is found in Eph.

5 : 19, and Col. 3: 16: “Let the word of

Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,

teaching and admonishing one another in

psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs.”

All agree that “Psalms” here refer to the

inspired Book of Psalms. Do “ hymns and

spiritual songs ” refer to uninspired hymns ?

I answer, No.

1. There is no authority here for unin-

spired hymns in God's worship.

The Old Testament was translated into

Greek about 250 years before Christ. It

was called the Septuagint. It was used by

Christ Himself. The apostles used it. Paul

was familiar with it as a Hebrew boy. He
had likely committed the Psalms. The
Colossian and Ephesian Christians had the

Septuagint. They were familiar with it.

The Hebrew converts had possibly com-

mitted the Psalms. And the children in

both congregations had no doubt commit-

ted the Psalms in their Greek Bible. They

knew that part of the Psalms, 64, bore the

title Psalms ; that 34 of them bore the

title hymns, and some 26 the title songs.

When they read these words in Paul’s let-

ter, they would naturally conclude that he

referred to these different classes of Psalms.

The word “ spiritual ” confirms this. It

means that of which the Holy Ghost is the

author—songs that are Spirit- breathed or

inspired. Only the 150 Psalms are such.

Modern hymns are not ; man is their

author.

2. Only the inspired words of Christ

can be safely used in “ teaching and ad-

monishing."

In the preaching service, the pastor pre-

sents Christ, instructing them in doctrines

and awakening them to duties. “Whom
we preach, warning every man, and teach-

ing every man in all wisdom” (Col. 1 : 28).

In the praise service, the people perform

this office for each other, “ teaching and

admonishing one another in psalms, and

hymns, and spiritual songs.” The only

safeguard against error in the instruction

and warning which church members give

each other in the service of praise is in rig-

idly adhering to the inspired Psalms of the

Word of God.
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3. The inspired Psalms are
,
by way of

eminence, “the word of Christ."

They speak of Him as the perfect man,

the representative man, the prophetic man,

the God-man. Their theme is the suffer-

ings of Christ and the glory which fol-

lowed.

4. The Psalms are a perfect vehicle of
praise to God.

They unfold the perfections of God

;

they delineate the workings of grace in the

heart. The Psalms are the Spirit’s channel

for reaching the heart of the worshiper.

They are the Spirit’s way for the worshiper

to the heart of God. Uninspired hymns
are sectarian ; they keep the churches apart.

The Psalms are catholic, and their general

use will bring the churches into the unity

of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

J. M. Foster.
Boston, Mass.

( Concluded next issue.)

TEACHING THE FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES OF NATIONAL

REFORM.
The attention of all the readers of Olive

Trees is invited to the careful consideration

of this topic. The Executive Committee

of the National Reform Association have

had it before them for a number of weeks,

and there is a profound impression in the

minds of all the members of the Committee

that aggressive measures should be adopted

for the more general dissemination of the

fundamental principles of National Re-

form. There is no disposition to disparage

the work of the past thirty-five years, but

rather is there a hearty recognition of all

that has thus far been done. Neither is

there any sympathy with the criticism of

those who express disappointment that the

cause of National Reform has not yet ac-

complished all that its promoters have

sought to secure. Those who express such

disappointment fail either to realize the

vastness of the work undertaken or the

amount of the progress that has been

made. Hosts of friends of the movement

have risen up in recent years, and the door

is thrown wide open, almost everywhere,

for the discussion of its principles and

aims. We recognize also, in many other

reform associations, true and faithful allies

in the great conflict for the overthrow of

the kingdom of Satan and the establish-

ment of the kingdom of Christ on the

earth. But everything indicates that not

only has the National Reform movement

not been rendered unnecessary by the up-

rising of other reform movements, but that

the practical reasons for its existence were

never so great as they are now. There is

danger that not only the multitudes, but

also that the leaders of the multitudes, will

be satisfied with reform of a superficial

and of a consequent temporary nature.

The National Reform Association is the

only one of all existing reform societies

that holds and propagates the true funda-

mental principles on which genuine and

permanent reform can be secured. It

teaches, first of all, the Christian principles

of civil government, namely, that God is

the source of all power and authority, that

the Lord Jesus Christ is the King of na-

tions, and that the divine will is supreme

law in the sphere of national life. It

teaches, second, that these principles

should be embodied in the constitutions of

the States and of the nation. It teaches,

third, that all genuine practical reforms

must be based upon these principles duly

recognized by the nation and enacted into

law. This Association presents to the

people of this country a clear, consistent,

thorough-going programme of reform, and

invites their co-operation in carrying it out.

To secure this co-operation, it is necessary

that they be convinced not only of the

need of practical moral reform, but also

that such reform can only be secured by

the constitutional recognition of our Lord
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Jesus Christ and His law. That this end

may be accomplished, there is a process of

instruction necessary. We must furnish

the people with the argument by which our

principles are sustained. At a recent meet-

ing of the National Reform Executive Com-
mittee the conviction was quite generally

expressed that nowhere is this argument

so fully, clearly, logically and convincingly

set forth as in the “ National Reform

Manual.” It was stated by one member
that he never heard of an objection that

was not fully met in this book. Steps

were taken to publish a large edition of

the book, gotten up in a form that can be

sold for 20 cents. To publish and dis-

tribute this little volume, at least $3,000

will be needed. A committee, consisting of

Rev. W. J. Robinson, Prof. J. McNaugher,

both of Allegheny, and of R. C. Wylie, of

Wilkinsburg, were appointed to make an

appeal to the friends of the cause for funds,

that this work may be accomplished. It is

hoped that all who love the kingdom of

our Lord will make a generous response.

Contributions and pledges may be sent to

any of the members of the committee.

R. C. Wylie.

Wilkinsburg
,
Pa.

“THE LITTLE BRICK CHURCH.”

Keep back the swift years ere they cover forever

That dear old spot, and, if you will,

Let us gather once more, while in fancy we may,

At the Little Brick Church on the side of the hill.

Come from lands far remote and from over the seas ;

For the worshipers there learned a faith world-wide

Which has borne its bearers to many a clime

And scattered its seeds upon many a tide.

’Twas a trysting place for the Covenant Cause,

A rallying place of the old Blue Banner

;

And the moss grown slabs in the thicket nearby

Hold the names that enlisted—a long roll of honor

—

The McKinneys, the Dodds, the Douthets and Crows,

The Forsythes and the Loves, the Sproulls and Magees,

And the dates when the sleepers received their promotion

—

Take us back to those sturdy old pioneer days.

You remember the many and devious trails

Winding up to the place through the old forest trees ?

And their chuck-holes and ruts which sometimes upset

In the summer the wagons, in winter the sleighs ?

For the people who worshiped there came not for pleasure.

Religion and roads ! who so bold as to mix them ?

On Sabbath ’twere wrong e’en to notice such things,

And no one was there through the week for to fix them.

And the tethering trees, where the ponies kept lent

Fifty-two times per year through two faithful discourses,

Each in view of a pew, so the owner need not

Lose the thread of the sermon through care for his horses.
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You recall how the horses, in lieu of a dinner,

Of the bark of the trees would fain their repasts,

And perchance you have wondered if somewhere there’s not

An Elysium waiting those patient old beasts.

Some old place where their tribe, which for ten generations

Had faithfully borne under saddle and rein

O’er those wilderness trails, through snowstorm and mire,

The forbears of their owners, might gather again,

And greet with a whinny, subdued as of yore,

When on Sabbath they met ’neath the chestnut and oak.

Oh, if beast and the trees praise the Lord, “ there was praise ”

In the forest-born echoes their neighing awoke.

You recall the high pulpit. ’Twas paneled and white,

Like a large lidless box at the end of the aisle.

’Twas the only thing ’bout the place, I believe,

Ever guilty of paint or suspected of style.

From a cushionless pew ere the service began,

Have you not often feared there was no preacher in it?

Later on, from within, to the desk rose the Book,

And you knew that a head would come up in a minute.

Just before it they stood, who presented the psalms,

Two lines at a time
;
you remember the tone ?

And the roll of that rythmic inflec-shi-un,

Whose set emphasis added a thrill of its own.

For it carried one back to “ the killing times ”

When our forefathers sang them, by stealth in the night,

In the glens and the caverns of Scotland’s hills,

With their mem’ry for books and the stars for their light.

You recall the large stoves which pre-empted the aisle,

Which were fueled at will by those who sat near,

’Till the heat or the homily deadened all sense

Of the freezing disgust from the seats in the rear.

And how their removing each spring in itself

Was a service—preparing the people of Union

To hear from the pulpit that “ next Lord’s day

Has been fixed by the session for holding communion.”

You remember the Sabbath the ceiling took fire ?

How Mr. Galbraith, of deliberate ways,

For a time pressed the text, and then paused between heads,

While we boys carried snowballs and pelted the blaze.

And well you remember those “ sacrament times ” ?

The solemnity sweet, which fell like dew,

As the people were slowly and cautiously led

“ Up the sides of the mount ”—“ to the Pizgah view.”
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You remember the Sabbath the dove flew in,

As if drawn by the charm of that hallowed spot ?

On a door, set wide to the June wood’s breath,

At the minister’s left, it perched and sat.

It took no fright at the minister’s voice,

So gentle, calm and kind was he

—

Oh, many a dove-like spirit plumed

Its flight in the spell of that ministry.

Were you there when the cov’nant was solemnly sworn,

With heads bowed down for promised grace,

And with hands upraised, all filled with awe

At a Presence which seemed to fill the place ?

Were you there .that glad day when the minister’s son

Brought home his bride ?—our “ Renwick ” Galbraith

—

Or again, when the sorrowful tidings came

From Palestine to tell of his death?

Oh, a place more fit could nowhere be
To meet with Jehovah, or learn His will,

Than beneath the trees which He planted there

Round the Little Brick Church on the side of the hill.

’Twas the third that was built on that fitting spot

;

But the trees are gone, the ground is bare,

And nothing remains to mark the place

Save the memories sweet which wander there.

The oil-well brine has spoiled the spring
Where in summer we ate our lunch at noon,

And the blackbeny bushes and shellbarks, too,

With all their temptations, are gone—are gone !

E’en the dust of the five generations dead,

To a place near the town, they are moving away

!

Think they might have allowed them to wait for the morn
Near the spot which on earth they deemed nearest the sky.

Come from lands far and near and from over the seas

Ye few that remain who knew “ Old Union.”
Oh, it won’t be long till there may be held

In the one sweeter place a grand reunion.

And stay the swift years while we gather again

At the dear old place, and, if you will,

Let us worship once more, while in fancy we may,
At the Little Brick Church on the side of the hill.

Beaver Falls
,
Fa., Jan., 1898.

R. M. Downie.

The foregoing were verses intended for

a “ reunion of Old Union congregation, ”

held at the residence of Rev. John Gal-

braith, in Butler County, Pa., some years

ago, but were not finished in time for use

on that occasion. The author does not

claim for them any literary merit, but

thinks they would be read with pleasure

by the widely-scattered members of that

once large congregation. We clip from

his letter the following reminiscences

:

Union, or “ Old Union,” as it came to
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be called, was the first charge of Rev.

Galbraith, and it, with another congre-

gation which grew out of it, occupied

his entire ministry of upwards of forty

years. He still lives on the little farm

where his parishioners helped to build a

cabin for him some fifty and odd years ago.

The first church built at Union wa$ made
of logs cut from the dense oak forest sur-

rounding the site. It was the first church

building of any kind in the then wilder-

ness of Butler Co., Pa. It was huge and

crude, the seats made of split logs, and a

chimney in one end. Within the memory
of some still living, the logs of this church

were to be seen where they had fallen

down. The whole country side used to

gather at this place of worship, where they

were preached to by Revs. Guthrie, Black,

Walkinshaw and Williams and others.

There is a story to the effect that, for fear

of the Indians, the men used to bring their

flint-locks along to church, stacking them

in the corner while they worshiped. The

communions held there were neighborhood

occasions, and continued to be so until long

after the division of ’33. They were held

“after corn-planting ’’ in spring and “ before

cold weather ” in the fall, and were attended

by great crowds. There is an old saying still

current in that neighborhood that it always

rained during, or soon after the Cove-

nanters held their communion.

After the defection of ’33, many congre-

gations of other denominations sprang up,

composed of those, or descendants of those

who once attended services there, notably

“ East Union,” “West Union ” and “Union,”

now of the United Presbyterian Church,

and the ancestors of many in all of these

and other surrounding congregations sleep

in a long since abandoned graveyard near

where the log church once stood.

After the log church had served many
years, a brick one was built, which cracked

and was about to fall. About this time

the division of ’33 occurred, and many con-

nected the split in the church and the

crack in the building. This second church

was taken down, and another built about

the time Mr. Galbraith took charge, and

the writer of the inclosed lines for many
years attended there. Some fifteen years

ago the location and building were aban-

doned, and a new edifice erected at Mars,

some two miles distant, where Rev. A.

Kilpatrick is now pastor.

Old Union left its enduring stamp on

what is now a wealthy and thickly settled

community. It moulded the early char-

acter of that part of the county, and, until

it was invaded by the railroad and oil in-

terests, there was not anywhere a neighbor-

hood of higher moral tone and character.

Many of the descendants of those who
once worshiped there have emigrated, and

they can now be found all over the West,

not only in the Covenanter Church, but in

other denominations also, and as well in

the pulpit as in the pew.

GOD IN THE WORD.

In Dingah, Punjab, the missionaries have

met with much opposition from the Hindus

(Sikhs). But one of the most prominent

of the adversaries has just been won over

in a remarkable way. He asked for a pri-

vate interview with the missionary, who ex-

pected a fierce expression of hostility, and

was immediately surprised when the man
pulled out a New Testament and said

:

“ Sahib, I have read this book, and I find it

to be pure and holy. Up to ten days ago

I was a bitter opponent of yours. I gave

a public lecture against you and against

your work. Then I resolved that I would

expose your book. So I began to read it

in order to pick faults in it ; but do you

know, as I read, I was drawn to it. My
heart was captivated, and now I cannot

oppose you. I know God’s light is in that

book.”
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EDITORIAL NOTES.
—Olive Tbees expresses the hope that

its readers will not pass over its brief re-

port of the Student Volunteer Conven-

tion at Cleveland, O. (See p. 107.) No one,

who had the rare privilege of attending

that meeting, can help wishing to share

with others, to some extent, the “ feast of

fat things ” enjoyed there.

—At the request of the L. M. Society of

Olathe congregation, Miss Lizzie Huey,

Corresponding Secretary, has s'ent us for

publication an extract from a letter written

by Rev. Henry Easson, of Cyprus. The

substance of it has already appeared in

“News of the Churches,” but we reprint,

in the hope that it will, in its present form,

arrest attention, and be the means of secur-

ing the assistance asked for :

“ As you know, I am building a dwelling-

house on the mission lot. In this work I

am trying to kill two birds with one stone.

We need the house for our comfort, and

for the good of the work. When we get

established in it, we can do many things

that we have to let alone at present. Then

we have so many poor refugees here that

need something to eat, and I am trying to

help them by giving them work on the

building and grading around it. You will

see by the Herald of Mission News that

we were helped in this by friends in Swit-

zerland and Ireland, but we have not re-

ceived as much help from home as we had

expected. The funds on hand will be spent

in a few weeks, and if more does not come

in

—

no
,
I should not say ‘if,’ for it must

come, for God is the God of the poor and

needy, and we are sure He will find some

way of helping them. Thankful for past

favors, we still plead for these poor people.

Here is a family of seven, with only about

36 cents a day to live on, 5 cents apiece.

How much can they save for a rainy day ?

Very little, for now, when they have work
every day, if it should happen to rain,

especially on Monday, I am sure to see

some one of the family, to get some money
to buy bread for supper. What would you

do ? Say No, go home and go to bed with-

out supper ? No, I do not believe it, for I

can’t. May the Lord provide for the suf-

fering poor.”

— Since last issue of Olive Trees the

following contributions have been sent to

us for missionary purposes :

Sirian Schools :

A Member of Second New York. . .$500.00

The Women of Second New York . 500.00

including offerings of $50 and $15 from

friends of the cause not at present in the

membership of the congregation.

Liquidation of Debt :

A Member of Second New York $2.00

L. M. S. of Winchester, Kan 20.00

The letter covering the last-named amount

contained instructions to use the money

for whatever it is most needed, and we
have handed it to Treasurer Walter T.

Miller for this purpose.

General Fund :

Lisbon Congregation, N. Y. $42.00

Mrs. S. M. McFarland 5.00

. Miss S. W. McFarland 3.00— 50.00

Glenwood, Minn 30.00

“ A Friend of Christ ” 5.00

These five dollars were sent to us by Rev.

Louis Meyer. The donor is 94 years of

age. She came to Nova Scotia in 1832,

where the late Rev. William Sommerville

was her first pastor. Her children have all

passed away, and she lives at present with

a widowed granddaughter and her family,

near Glenwood. A friend presented her

with these five dollars, and although she

could easily have expended the money for

some personal comfort, her first thought
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was of the missionary work of the Church,

and she gave, not a tenth, but all. When
she handed her offering to her pastor and

said not to mention her name in the papers,

he replied, “ It will be written in the book

above.” “ Tears of joy,” he tells us,

“ trickled down the face of the old saint, as

she said, 4 That is my great desire that my
name may be found in the Lamb’s Book of

Life.’ Blessed saint ! May her example

inspire many to go and do likewise.” Surely

such liberality should bring a blush of

shame to the faces of religious professors

who are giving little or nothing out of their

abundance to the cause of Christ. Their

conduct dishonors His name.

Cash $0.50

S. S. Class of Boys 4.00

The members of this class make a similar

contribution every year through their

teacher, Mrs. Annie Chase of Cornwallis,

Nova Scotia.

Latakia Hospital :

Y. P. S. C. E. of Second New York

to support a bed $10.00

Mission to China :

Miss Meta Cunningham, Suadia,

Syria £5 0 0

We took occasion a month ago to com-

mend the liberality of our foreign mission-

aries, and held it up as an example to the

home churches. Here is another instance

:

Dublin Road Cong., Belfast, Ire. . £5 11 6

—In forwarding this contribution from

the congregation of which Rev. John Lynd
is pastor, Miss M. E. G. Houston, says

:

“ Many of us are very sorry that we have

no representatives from the Irish Church in

any other country than Syria, and are glad

that the Church in America has started

work in the great black land of China.”

£2 are to be credited to the “Women’s
Missionary and Temperance Association,”

and £3 11 6 to the 44 Missionary Band of

the Afternoon Sabbath School.” This

school is largely composed of poor chil-

dren, and yet, as Miss Houston informs us,

they have raised over £16 for missions this

year by means of boxes and collecting

cards.

—The following payments have been re-

ceived towards the fifth year’s salary of

pastors’ missionary :

Rev. J. W. F. Carlisle $50.00

Newburg, N. Y.

“ S. G. Shaw, Ph. D 15.00

Cambridge, Mass.

The following contributions have also

been paid towards the salary of elders’

missionary for a fifth year :

Mr. L. M. Samson, Wyman, la $5.00

Mrs. Wylie, for the late Robert Wylie $3.65

The young women of the Church, too,

have forwarded since last report the follow-

ing offerings for the salary of their mis-

sionary for a sixth year

:

Miss Ella Gilchrist (2 years) $7.30

Delhi, N. Y.

Mrs. Annie Chase, Church St., N. S. 5.20

—Olive Trees requests subscribers who
have not yet paid for 1898, or only for part

of the year, to remit as soon as convenient,

in accordance with advertised terms.

Please do not wait for a bill or special

notice of any kind.

—Mrs. Easson and Miss Mizpeh, wife and

daughter of our missionary to Cyprus,

sailed from Alexandria, Egypt, Friday,

March 18th, expecting to connect with

French Transatlantic Steamer from Havre,

Saturday, 26th. They are looked for in

New York about April 3d, and will proceed

to Beaver Falls, Pa., that week.

—Looking Back from Sunset Lands.

—

Olive Trees cannot afford space to repub-

lish notices of this book, however valuable,

that come in the form of clippings from

other papers. But it gladly inserts the

following appreciative review specially pre-

pared by a lifelong friend of the esteemed

author :

“I have just laid down ‘Looking Back
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from Sunset Land,’ after many hours of

real pleasure. The reminiscences are de-

lightful. It is not simply a history of Mr.

Johnston’s own life, it is far more. It is

by far the best history of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church in the United States

ever written. It is more still—a most in-

teresting outline of the ‘ Irrepressible

Conflict’ that led to the Civil War, the

leading characters in the conflict, and the

honorable part that our Church bore in it.

Mr. Johnston was honored with the friend-

ship and association of the leading spirits

of the anti- slavery movement. They were

really ‘ Persons Worth Knowing.’
“ If there is any fault in the book, I

would say it is in the almost indiscriminate

praise of men and women with whom he

came in touch in life. He, in the kindness

of his heart, has a good word to say of

everybody.

“ But no one can fail to admire the

tender, touching and beautiful tribute he

pays to the memory of his mother and

sister. The latter I knew well, being her

pastor for many years. Mrs. Carter, later

Jameson, had few equals. To know her

was to love her.

“ Mr. Johnston’s own face, in the frontis-

piece, is a benediction. As you look into

it, you feel that it has long held communion

with Christ.

“The style and composition are almost

faultless. Mr. Johnston has few equals in

our Church as a writer.

“ J. L. McCartney.”

—Fleming H. Revell Company, New
York, Chicago and Toronto, have laid on

our table two books, to which we call at-

tention :

Whether White or Black
,
a Man. By

Edith Smith Davis. 12 mo., cloth. 75

cents.

In an accompanying note, the publishers

say of this volume :
“ Nearly fifty years

ago Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote her im-

mortal book, which proved one of the chief

factors in developing effective sympathy
for the enslaved negro. To-day, after

thirty-five years of freedom from bondage

of body, the negro’s complete emancipation

has not been attained. The author, in a

powerful story, makes a strong plea, not

for absolute social equality, but for civil

rights and social privileges for the negro.”

A sentence or two from the preface will

indicate the purpose of the author: “It

has been my good fortune to know men
and women, among the colored people of

the South, of such great worth and char-

acter
;
men and women of such sterling

qualities
;
men and women of such culture

and refinement that it has seemed my duty,

no less than my privilege, to make them

known to others.

“ In sending out this story, I wish to say

that there is no character in it that I have

not personally known
;
no incident that

has not been paralleled by fact
;

and, in

many instances, the words used are the

exact words of colored men uttered under

circumstances of similar character.”

Buds that Bloom on Bonnie Banks.

By Norman Blass. 12 mo., Decorated

Boards. 30 cents.

This is a little volume of poems express-

ive of personal experience, and fitted to

bring comfort to troubled hearts. A speci-

men poem will be more effective commenda-

tion than any words of ours :

CHRISTIAN 8YMBOL18M.

Raise not the broken shaft above the grave

Of thy beloved, when they die in youth
;

Display to us a nobler, sweeter truth

—

Erect a shaft that points to heaven’s concave.

The harp unstrung we do not care to see

;

The bud that’s crushed with us can have no

place

;

Inscribe a hud just bursting in full grace,

A harp that’s tuned to heaven’s melody.

Carve out a hand that points to God above

;

A flower that’s holding up its joyous head

To drink refreshing drops from heaven shed.

Sweetly inscribe your faith and hope and love.
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